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Humpback
whales to
swim with
WA tourists
■ Aiden Boyham

Prepare for cyclones
in March, Carnarvon residents have been urged

to prepare for the next cyclone season. Picture:

Aiden Boyham

■ Aiden Boyham

the “she’ll be right mate” attitude cyclone
season (average number is
“Irrespective of the number of
and prepare for cyclones and other five).
Representatives from the Depart- major
cyclones expected this season, the
events more seriously.
There is the likelihood of about most
ment of Fire and Emergency Serimportant message is the
“You can’t be complacent be- two
coastal impacts, with the sig- community
vices and the Bureau of Meteorol- cause
needs to be prepared
these things (cyclones) have nificant
risk of at least one severe from the start
ogy have urged Gascoyne resi- a mind
and right through
of their own,” Mr Dalwood tropical cyclone
having a coastal the season,” Mr Santos
dents to be cyclone-ready with a said.
said.
impact.
new season approaching.
“It only takes one cyclone to
“Cyclones can’t be pinned down
Mr Santos continued, stating the change
Speaking at a special presenta- to one
your life and that of the
track.
El Nino pattern meant the North community
tion at the Carnarvon Festival
forever.”
“All we can do is mitigate, com- West
would typically see a later
Grounds, residents were given a municate
To
prepare,
residents were enand let it happen and start to the season.
breakdown by officials on the pre- then
couraged to clean up around their
clean up as best we can after.”
Despite these claims, he said property
vious cyclone season, the upcomand secure loose items.
BOM’s WA regional manager of there
was still a small possibility of
ing one and what to do to prepare.
Trimming of trees and preparsevere weather Bradley Santos earlier
cyclones and people should ing an emergency
DFES district officer Tim Dal- said
kit, including a
there was an 85 per cent be appropriately
prepared just in portable battery-operated
wood said people needed to drop chance
of having a below average case.
radio,
were also highly encouraged.

Farmhouse charm meets
contemporary comfort.

Tourists will be able to swim with
humpback whales at WA’s famous
Ningaloo Marine Park next year as
part of plans to help increase ecotourism.
About 23,000 people already
swim with whale sharks every year
at Exmouth and Coral Bay, helping
to inject $6 million a year into the
WA economy, with the envisaged
humpback whale tours expected to
work under a similar model.
According to Environment Minister Albert Jacob, existing whale
shark tour companies could take
part in the humpback whale trial.
“The humpback whale season
actually coincides almost perfectly
towards the end of the whale shark
season, so this will essentially double the tourism season,” he said.
The trial will begin in June and
will determine how the tours can
become a permanent fixture.
Swimmers will not be allowed to
touch whales, but up to 10 people at
a time could come as close as four
metres from a stationary whale
and 30m from a moving one.
Swimmers will not be allowed to
swim with a mother and her calf.
Large boats will be required to
stay 200m from the whales.
Tourism Council WA chief executive Evan Hall said the experience was well suited to WA’s brand
and reputation as a location with a
coastal lifestyle.
“It is only possible to deliver this
experience due to the unique combination of the successful conservation of humpback whales and
the presence of trusted and accredited tourism operators who
are assured to have the highest
level of safety and experience
in interacting with wildlife,” he
said.

The range captures the classic features of the
true
Australian homestead – soaring ceilings, free
form
living areas and traditional verandahs, framed
by
Australian bush poles. There are two words
that
speak volumes about The Rural Building Company:
We understand. We understand that lifestyle is
about
personal choice and values, about individuality, design,
image, sustainability, romance and ﬂair. We understand
that a home and its environment should be as
one,
whether that environment be in the country or
urban.
Like you, we chose to be individual. In choosing not
to be
like other mainstream builders we are not constrained
by conventional wisdom. Rather than follow the
rules,
we threw them away and wrote our own.

Introducing the Farmhouse Range
startingfrom $185,000 *

Beautiful Beresford and 1187 sq mts!
Wonderful George Rd location just a few hundred
metres to the beach.
The views are excellent, the home different and
delightful, all on
1187 sq metres of prime Beresford Land!
Offers invited prior to Auction
Auction: 15/11/15 ON SITE at 10:00am
Team van Tiel 0438 912 392
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